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SUB J : HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR BAHAMAS IN LONDON 

1. ALVIN RUDOLPH BRAYNEN, WHO HAS HAD A VARIED CAREER IN 
BAHAMIAN POLITICS, WAS NAMED JUNE 29 AS HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR THE BAHAMAS IN LONDON. HE LEFT FOR LONDON JULY 1 AND 
WILL TAKE HIS POST OFFICIALLY JULY 10. 

2. BRAYNEN WAS BORN DECEMBER 6, 1904 IN ELEUTHERA, EDUCA- 
TED IN THE BAHAMAS AND BECAME AN OUT ISLANDS SCHOOL TEACHER. 
ENTERING POLITICS ALLIED WITH THE "BAY STREET BOYS" WING OF 
THE UBP, BRAYNEN SERVED IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY FROM 1935 

TO 1972, THE LAST SIX YEARS AS AN INDEPENDENT. HE SERVED 
TWO TERMS AS DEPUTY SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE. IN 1967 HE ENTERED 
THE STAND-OFF BETWEEN THE UBP AND THE NEW BLACK PLP AND SUP- 
PORTED THE LATTER. AS A REWARD, HE BECAME SPEAKER OF THE 
HOUSE, A POST HE HELD UNTIL 1972. BRAYNEN LOST HIS SEAT IN 
THE 1972 GENERAL ELECTIONS. AT THAT TIME IT WAS WIDELY RUMORED 
THAT HE WOULD RECEIVE A HIGH APPOINTIVE POST FROM THE PLP. 
BRAYNEN IS A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE AND HAS SERVED ON MANY 
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES. HE AND HIS WIFE ENA HAVE TWO CHILDREN. 

3. COMMENT: BRAYNEN IS DISLIKED BY THE REMNANTS OF THE 
OLD-GUARD EXPATRIATE COMMUNITY. BRAYNEN HIMSELF IS WHITE, 
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AND MANY FEEL HE BASED HIS PROMINENCE AND PERSONAL WEALTH ON 
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ASSOCIATION WITH THE CONSERVATIVE WING OF THE UDP UNTIL HE 
MADE HIS "SWITCH IN TIME" TO GUARANTEE THE PLP MAJORITY IN 
1967. IN RECENT YEARS BRAYNEN HAS ATTACKED BRITISH EXPATRI- 
ATES IN THE BAHAMAS AS "SPOILED AND OBNOXIOUS" AND SAID THAT 
HE WOULD BE "HAPPY TO SEE THE LAST OF THE ENGLISHMAN RIGHT 
NOW". SUCH STATEMENTS REINFORCE LOCAL WHITE OPINION THAT HE 
IS A RENEGADE BEING USED BY THE PLP IN A SORT OF REVERSE 
TOKENISM. 

SPEAR 
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